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Critical Inquiry Journal Table
Student's Name-- 

Title of the article/essay: 
Author of the article/essay:
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Post one of your "SEARCHING" QUESTIONS in the appropriate GROUP DISCUSSION BOARD and answer it in the "MESSAGE" area.
You can also briefly discuss on the DISCUSSION BOARD what more do you want to know about this subject.
REMEMBER ( PRINT OUT AND SAVE ALL JOURNAL WORK
DO NOT HAND-IN THE FOLLOWING WITH YOUR WORK

Instructions for completing the Critical Inquiry Journal Table:
1. Read the text / article and make notes in the textbook or on a Xerox copy. 
2. Then read it again following Critical Inquiry process.
Use the following table for your C.I. entries. Lines will be added as you type.
When you are finished save each subsequent Journal as a Word file on a diskette under an appropriate name.

Further instructions on completing the Critical Inquiry Journal Table:

WHAT'S CONFUSING? Write unknown words/phrases that seem to be important to your understanding the reading. [Hint: Write these in phrases, not individual words.]

Pick three and try to guess what they mean. Write at least TWO complete sentences. 
WHAT DO I KNOW? Ask several comprehensive questions - Informational questions. Who? What? Where? When? These are the questions that a teacher might ask when testing you on your knowledge of the reading. 

[Hint--These do not have to be answered. You KNOW the answers]



WHAT ARE THE MOST IMPORTANT IDEAS? List key words and important ideas.  These are ideas that are central to understanding the reading. It is preferable to write these terms in phrases rather than individual words.

Pick two and explain why you think they are important to the reading. Write at least THREE complete sentences.
WHAT DOES IT MEAN? Ask a few "searching questions.  These are analytical or  interpretive questions - These questions could be argued (i.e. there is some disagreement.  These could also be questions about statements made in a textbook chapter with which you disagree or that seem incomplete or not explained fully.  It could also be questions that link ideas from different parts of the text chapter. 

THINK ABOUT ONE OF THE "SEARCHING" QUESTIONS.  Write at least one paragraph (4 - 6 sentences) with your thoughts and experiences related to this deeper question.  Try to write in complete sentences, but don't let grammar and spelling stop you from brainstorming about your question.

WHAT ELSE DO I WANT TO KNOW?  As you read the selection what is interesting to you and what more would you like to know about the article's topic?  What could be developed into an interesting report? 
