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The oldest surviving copy of important mathematical works of Archimedes was sold at auction in New York.

Archimedes Text Sold for $2 Million

By MALCOLM W. BROWNE

A scorched and moldy volume of
thousand-year-old pages — the oldest
surviving copy of important mathe-
matical works ol Archimedes — was
sold at auction yesterday for $2 mil-
lion; double the expected price.

The winning bid, at Christie’s of
MNew York City, was made by Simon
Finch; a London book dealer, who
said he had acted on behalf of an
unidentified private American col-
lector. The seller was Identified only
as-a French family that acquired the
volume in the early 1920's,

The volume includes copies of two
of Archimedes' greatest works:
“*Methed of Mechanical Theorems,'
which includes ideas startlingly rem-
iniscent of modern caleulus; and *'On
Floating Bodies." which puts forth
hiz laws of flotation.

They are In palimpsest form! that
is, the original inked copy of Archi-
medes’ texts, written by a 10th-cen-
tury scribe, was washed off by Byz-
antine monks in the 13th century so
that the expensive vellum on which it
was written could be reused. The
Archimedes text was made almost
illegible by the washing and then
covered by the later religious text.
Christie's commissioned experts to
examing a few of the 174 pages of the
manuscript, bound in modern times
into a book 714 by b inches; illuminat-
ing them with ultraviolet light and
using computer programs (o en-
hance the Archimedes text. The
project was sirikingly  suecessful
Mathemalticians belisve that the im-
proved text may reveal unsuspected
nuances In Archimedes' scientific
thinking.

The new owner of the palimpsest
(pronounced PAL-imp-sest) will pay
$2,202.500, including commissions
and Laxes, and may soon face a law-
suit from the Greek Orthodox Patri-
arch of Jerusalem, Late Wednesday,
Simos C. Dimas, a New York lawyer
representing the Patriarch, sought
an’ injunction in Federal Disirict
Court to block the auction and lay
claim to the volume, on grounds-that

Ownership of the Archimedes manuscript is being contested by the
Greek Orthodox Patriarch of Jerusalem on grounds that it was stolen,

A reported pledge
not to limit access
to an ancient
manuscript.

it was stolen some time after World
War | The judge denied the motion,
and Christie's announced that “our
cansigner has clear title to sell the
manuscripr.”

Mr. Dimas, who attended the aoc-
tion, said his legal challenge would
continue.

“Under New York  law, :stolen
property cannot be sold, even if the
seller: himsell is not the thief’" he
said. “This palimpsest is part of the
patrimony of the Patriarchate.”

Chris Rorres, a professar of math-
ematics at Drexel University, in
Philadelphia, and ‘an Archimedes
scholar who attended -auction, ex-
pressed disappointment with the
sale:

It is the worst possible outcome,”
Mr. Rorres sald. “*It means that this

priceless work may once again dis-
appear inta obscurity, cut off from
scholars who could mine its riches”

But Felix de Marar Ovens, a
Christies expeért on ancienl manu-
scripts, offered some  consolation,
Mr. de Maraz Ovens, who knows the |
identity of both the seller and buyer,
predicted that scholars would be giv-
BN access to the work.

“The buyer told me ke would allaw
such access,” he said, T cannot tell
you 'who it i5, 8%cept to say that it is
not Bill Gates,"

William H, Gates, chairman of the |
Microseft Corporation, has bought
several wvaluable manuscripts, in-
cluding the Leicester Codex, a note-
book of Leonardn da Vingl,

Archimedes, the preatest mathe-
matical genius of antiquily, is partic-
ularly. admired bv modern math-
ematicians for having devised -a
method that prefizured the invention
of caleulus for computing relation-
ships between geometrical objects.

His laws of lotation dictate the
design of ships and defing the con-
cept of specific gravity,

Archimedes was slain by a Roman
soldier i the sack of Syracuse in 212
B

S, e Ierie, ofth, SR S S, W mt ciw oio, oo o




