The Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade CD-ROM Database
Users Guide

About the Database;

This CD-ROM contains the records of over 27,000 dave trade voyages between the years
1527 to 1866. Professors David Eltis, Stephen D. Behrendt, David Richardson, and
Herbert S. Klein a the W.E.B. DUBOIS INSTITUTE a Harvard University compiled the
database.

This user’ s guide details the query and display software designed to interact with the
database. Users who wish to access the raw data (available in SPSS format) should
contact a member of the Geostat Center staff for assstance in accessng the origind CD-
ROM. A hard-copy codebook is available for these SPSSfiles.

Running the database program

The Save Trade CD is ble from any workstation in the Geodtat lab. To run the
database program, open the “ Databases’ folder on the desktop of aworkstation and click
on the Save Trade icon (the ship).

TheMain Menu

Once the Save Trade CD program loads, the main menu window will open, offering four
choices of information to examine:

1) Query the Database

2) Learn about methodology
3) Codes

4) Learn more about the ships

The second and third options explore in detail the methods the authors of the database
used to congtruct their work. These options may not be of much interest to the causal user
but do offer useful documentation for anyone wishing to export the data on the database
for further use. The section offering more information about ships contains detailed
hitories of three ships used in trading daves, including images of schematic drawings of
their rigging and dave compartments. The text introducing this section provides good
information on how typica these ships were for ther time.



Navigating the Database

At dl times, the database offers users two sets of buttons to navigate its different
sections. The top row alows usersto get back and forth between the four sections of the

main menu:
Home

Q
Q
a
a

The Query Screen

fluerny

fodelhonk  Melbodology

HOM E — Allowsthe user to return to the main menu

QUERY — Opens the search screen of the database

CODEBOOK - Provides documentation on the variables used in the database
METHODOL OGY - Details the crestion and organization of the database

When you choose to query the database, the following screen will appear:
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Each record in the database represents a single dave trade voyage and is made up of the
datistical, geographica and historical detalls for that voyage. Because of gagpsin sources,
not al records have datafor al these variables. Keep thisin mind when building queries,
as your results may be limited by the presence or absence of some variablesin records.

The query screen alows three ways to build a query of the dave trade database—hy time
period, region and filters determined by the user. The ' J2Berform Query| |y tion runs &l
queries. The results are displayed underneath the query builder in atable.

The Select Time function:

Users have four options to search in a given period of time: the full span of the
database (1526-1866), and intervals of 5, 25, and 100 years. When a user selects
to search asingle period of time, another pull-down menu gppears to the right,
offering years in the designated segment of time to search. Querying the database
by time sdlects all records of voyages for a given time period.

The Select Region function:

This search option alows users to sdect ether the location or generd area daves
ether began or ended their journey. The firg pull-down menu on the left dlows
five specific types of searches: two specific searches of dave embarkation and
disembarkation, two more generd searches of the same, and a search of wherethe
voyage originated. Thisfind option refers to the place where the dave ship l€eft to
pick up daves and often points back to a European port. Searching for a specific
port of origin for dave trade voyagesis a good way to get afed for aleve of
participation either a nation or specific city generated in the trans-Atlantic dave
trade. Once auser selects atype of search, he or she can select ether the specific
location or genera areato search using the right-side pull-down menu.

Thereisan implied “AND” when using both the time and region searches, so that
when both time and region are searched smultaneoudy only those records that
meet both criteriawill be returned. Therefore, it is possible to quickly narrow
searches — to search dl voyages beginning in the Netherlands between 1700 and
1801, for example.

TheFilter functions:
Query filters dlow usersto further refine a search by evauating the database for

specific types of information that relate to the ships, crews, destinaions, or daves
themsdves in trade voyages.

Clicking onthe A bar will open a pull-down menu from which users can select a
gpecific variadble to usein refining a search.



The middle pull-down menu in the filter selectors section alows users to sdlect
between the three primary comparison operators (<, =, >). For al text variables
like ship names, ID numbers, cgptains names or countries, the = should be set by
default. Use the < or > dgns for numeric variables such as the numbers of crew
members on board, number of daves disembarked, or the length of the journey .

Filters with additional pull-down menus:

--Captain(s) of Ships: Thisfunction dlows usersto sdect ether the
firgt, second or third captain in charge of avoyage. Remember to
sdect the“=" command in the middle pull-down menu.

-- Crew: Thisfunction can be used not only to search daving voyages
with a pecific number of crew members, but even to gather data
on the physical conditions on board during both legs of the trans-

Atlantic voyage.
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Simply select aleg of the journey (either Africa or the Americas)
to make such search options available.

-- Dates: If auser isinterested in a specific date or time, the date filter can
be used as amore precise tool than the Sdect Time function to
search the database. Again, both the African and American legs of
the dave trade can be searched according to date, as well as what
years or dates daves were bought or sold.

-- Outcome of Voyage: This search option alows users to search the
database for dave revolts en route and the fate of the voyage.

-- Portsand Regions: Like the Dates filter, Ports and Regions can be used
to generate more specific searches using ports aong the dave
trade. Thisfilter can be gpplied to dl legs of the dave trade and is
therefore particularly ussful in augmenting a region-based search
to include portsin the middle passage. Since thisfilter can dso be
used to track ports of origin, it can aso be used in tandem with a
regionbased search to track the nationdity of ships and crews
trading in various parts of the world.



-- Ship: This search filter dlows a user to set awide variety of criteria
about daving vessals in performing a search, both about its registry

and its configuration.

-- Slaves (all) and Slaves (by sex and age): Thesefiltersalow auser
to choose very specific search variables to the populations of dave
shipslike age, sex, and regiond origin. Leaving thisfilter blank
does not mean that dave datawill be withheld in a search. Rather,
thisfilter amply acts as atool to highlight records with specific
data present a user might be interested in. Thesefilters dso dlow
users to search both legs of dave trade voyages.

-- Sour ces: Thisfilter dlows usersto find materid from a specific

historical source eeslly.

A lis of sources can be found under the

Methodology section of the database. You'll need to refer to this
ligt to use the sourcefilter.

Query Output
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Pressing the A2 Berform Query| o et ow the filter menus initiates your search of the
database.

Reaults are displayed in atable directly below the search screen, sorted by voyage ID
(every voyage in the database has a unique | D number). Clicking on aparticular voyage
in the table will display the specifics of that particular voyage in the following window:

Dretail
Mrndge identity monbe MOTIE
Flupname Froymes
Firet eaptan of slup Miilkinzan, Wilkarn
feconil captain of ship
Third ¢aptain of <hip
Fort af departwe Liwerposl
Tear of depabue 1751
Mouth of departwe 10
Do of deparmme 10
TDrefinstion of departue Fleared from Custom House
Firee port of embark anon mrenuled Eomy
Tutended port of diseanbarkation [Vrgima

Iwrended port of refmu afrer lliﬁuﬁtnr.l:ing slaves

Liwerpasl

Muraber of ports called prior to biyiug slaves
TFivee place of slave puchase

B ooy




Thiswindow extends to provide a variety of information about the selected voyage.

Data about multiple voyages can be presented in a variety of ways by clicking on the tool
bars above the query builder; _Anslysis | Sumemay | Map | Graph |

Analysis This button opens a generd datisticd report of the sums of the
voyages selected.

| Home ey L3 &, Aeith T Einse alf Help Exit

Frint. | Copy I Summaryl Map | Graph 'I

Analysis

A00-year periad = 1701 1600 and Where slaves disembarked = Georgia and ( AND Imputed deaths of slaves during voyage-0 )

Total |Voyage Sample Mean |Standard Deviation

Slaves embarked 13,358275 178.56 [98.22

Slaves disembarked 11,685(75 15580 [85.09

Iodified tonnage 49 14394 75943

Slave voyage mortality 16 12.20%[10.10%

Length of middle passage {days) 5 6580|325

Share of males 3 70.30% |6.41%

Share of children 1 42 60% |0.00%

Summary: This button crestes a table based on embarkation and disembarkation
points for the retrieved searched set of voyage records.
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Summary

A00-year periad = 1701 1600 and Where slaves disembarked = Georgia and ( AND Imputed deaths of slaves during voyage-0 )

Slaves embarked: 13,392

Region Number Percent of Total Percent less Unspecified
Aftica unspecified 3,554 26.80% -

Sierra Leone 2751 20.50% 28.10%

Senegambia 2,513 18.80% 25600

Gold Coast 1,606 12.00% 16.40%

Windward Coast 1,568 11.70% 16.00%

TWest-central Africa 1,360 10.20% 13.90%

Slaves disembarked: 11,685

Region Number Percent of Total Percent less Unspecified

Georgia 11,685 100.00% 100.00%




Map: Thisfunction is available, but the quality of the map creeted isfairly low.
Y ou can pan across a map by right- clicking, and dragging over to the area of

interest.

Graph: The program can aso generate graphs based on trade acrosstime for a

trade route, specific ship, set of shipsfrom one port, or avariety of other variables

selected through thefilters.

An example of agraph generated by the program:
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By holding the left mouse button and drawing a box, auser can zoominto a
particular area of a graph. Holding the right mouse button down adlows a user to
pan through a graph by moving the mouse.

Output can be printed out by using the print button found on al windows. The
Anaysis, Summary, Graph and Map screens can aso be copied and pasted into
other programs. Copying the Analysis and Summary screens produces atext file,
while Graphs and Maps are saved as images in bitmap (.bmp) format. Right click
the mouse to bring up the copy command. Users can aso use the copy and paste

command to select search terms and paste them into the query builder for sake of
accuracy in anew search.

Saving and L oading Sear ches

Mew | Load... | Save.. |Saveﬁxs...|

If you have performed a search and think you may need to repest it a afuture date,
perhaps with additiona search parameters, you can save your search and retrieve it later.
Please note—you will need to use the same machine on which you saved a search if
you wish toretrieveit.

The Save/lL.oad menu bar provides these tools:

New — Clears the query screen.

L oad — Retrieves a saved search.

Save — Saves the current search. Please name your search with your emal id.
Save As — Allows you to rename a saved search.

000D



A Sample Search:

The following sets of queries will provide examples of the types of searches a researcher
can perform with the dave trade query builder.

1: Find all voyages in which slaves disembarked in Virginia
To execute this search, first open the query builder from the main menu. Then select

“Where daves disembarked” from the pull-down menu labeled “ Select Region.” In the
pull-down menu to the immediate right, scroll down and click on“Virginia”

Home Ererny Codeboak  Methadology Elase alf Help Exrt
R | Load... | Save.. |Save As...l Analysis | Summaryl Map | Graph ¥
Z7233 Records found

Query |

1. Se’ect Time IFu]lti.me period j

2. Se’ect Regfon I'Where slaves disembarked j
3. Select Filters

A Il r
— | 7
Eﬁeﬂnrm Queryl (Note: Queries are case-sensitive)

WO'YAGEID| SHIPNAME |cAPTAINA [CAPTAINE CAPTAING 1«]
Ld 1 Pastorade Lima
| ¢ Tebhaio
|| 3 Paguete Real
| 4/ Bom Caminha i
|| 5 Benigretta
| & Awvoader
| | 7 Formiga
|| 8 “igilante -
i |

435 Records will appear- probably too many records to be useful in historica research,
especidly since they cover a 120-year time span. Perhaps limiting this seerch to a
specific time period of interest will yield more useful results.

2: Find voyages disembarking in Virginia from 1751-1775

Say you're interested only in the 25 years preceding the outbresk of the Revolutionary
War. To limit the previous search of al voyages dissmbarking in Virginia, use the
“Sdect Time’ query option. In that pull-down menu, select “25-year period.” A second
pull-down menu will appear, and init sdect “1751-1775.”



Thistime, 113 records were returned, al that disembarked in Virginia between 1751 and

1775.
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e | Load... | Save.. |Save AS...l Analysis | Summaryl Map | Graph ¥
Query [v=orZ5 - 10 ANDMISELMP =10 VAT

1. Select Time  [z5-yea period E e E

2. Select Regl‘an I‘Where slaves disembarked j I\-"irginia j
3. Select Filters
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'ﬂ iPerform Query| (Wote: Queries are case-sensitive]

YOYAGEID | SHIPNAME |CAPTAINA |carTAINE |caPTANG [=]
Ld 17276 Tryal Saunders, Abraharm
|| 17277 Williarmsburgh Tate, John Swoard, James
|| 17278 Africa Miller, Alexancder
| 17279 Ann Gally Fiobe, Alexander o
il 17280 Black Prince Miller. William
|| 17287 Grevhound Davies, Jahn
|| 17288 Harnpton Skinner, John Whiltshire, Eclward
| 17293 Lewvant Meturdo, James -
[« | _>lJ

But let’s say you were interested in only English traffic into Virginiaat thistime period;
specificaly the role of the port of Liverpool played in the dave trade. You need to use a

filter to see that information.

3: Find ships out of Liverpool making journeysinto Virginia from 1751-1775.

To sdect aport of origin, click on u to display your search options.

From the menu, sdlect:

Ohwner : I.-‘-'«Iexander

Forts and Regions Ceparture
Ship » Africa

Slaves (all) * Americas

Slaves (by sex and age)] * Return

Port of departure
*  Region of departure
Imputed region of departure

After sdlecting the “port of departure” filter, click on the pull-down menu to the right and
sdect “Liverpoal” from the list. The middle scroll-down menu should autometicaly read




Home Guery Lodehook  Methodology lose alf Helo Exit

New | Load. | save. |Savess.| Analysis | Summary| Map | Graph ~

Query [v2=25 =10 ANDMISELIMP =10.AND. (PORTDER= 48] 48 Records found
1. Select Time  [a5-yeer period Bl e
2. Select Region [whee slaves diseabarked =] [virgina ]
3. Select Filters

& Fort of departure F =] [oerponi ]
E = =l | El
e 3| 3]

’i Berfurmﬁuery (Note: Queries are case-sensitie)

VOYAGEID | SHIPNAME |cAPTAINA [CAPTAING |[capTANG [=]
: 25212 Potomack Merchant Gibson Hartley, Richard
| | 30166 Lintot Lowe, Ralph
| | 30187 Cumberland Griffin, Jahn
|| 90188 Cumbertland Allen, Patrick |
il 30278 Boyne Wilkinsan, William
|| 90287 Orrell Lacer, Zamuel Whitesides, John Griffin, James
|| 30304 Minersa Jordan, Thomas

90338 Margues of Rockingham Ewans v

el s

After performing the query, 48 records should be displayed of ships from Liverpool that
disembarked davesin Virginiaduring this time period, a good sample sze for this level

of search detal. But let’s say that after examining your sources, you are interested in the
voyages financed at thistime by Samue Shaw. Y ou can further pare down the records to
examine only his businessin the dave trade with Liverpool ships.

4: Find a specific person involved in the slave trade.

To add another filter to the query, first be sure to select the“AND” option from the pull-
down menu to the left of the second filter box:

Click on the second filter box and sdlect:

Dutcome of Wovage >

Jwner First owner of venture
Ports and Regions v Second owner of venture
Ship ¥ Third owner of venture
Slaves (all) b Fourth owner of venture

In the right box, type “ Shaw, Samuel.” Be sure to capitaize the first and last names

because the search is case-sengitive. Since you are only interested in the voyages you
Search
have dready identified, do not click the Ta pox.



Four records involving Samue Shaw should appear. It seems he financed Liverpool dave

ships passing through Virginiain 1752,

1760, 1761 and 1762.

Home Luery Lodehook  Melhodology lose alf Helg Ext

e | Load... | Save.. |Save AS...l Analysis | Summaryl Map | Graph ¥
Query [v=orZ5 - 10 ANDMISELMP =10 AND. (PORTDEP-= 46 AND. OWNERA= "Shaw, 4 Records found
1. Select Time  [25-yea period E EE E
2. Select Regl‘an I‘Where slaves disembarked j I\-"irginia j
3. Select Filters

.;g_;.\Port of departure |= J ILiVBrpDD| j
IAND vl 'E_ifirst owner of venture |= J IShaw, Samuel j [Seart
All
i =l 3
'ﬂ iPerform Query| (Vote: Queries are case-sensitive)

YOYAGEID| SHIPNAME |CAPTAINA |carTAINE |caPTANG [=]
: 30413 Elizabeth Hawes, William
| | 90670 Mary Kelky, John Cottyrman, Thomas
|| 90920 MNanmy MecDougal, James
N 80921 MNanny tecDaugal, James [
[« | _>lJ

Y ou can gather datistics about these purchases by using the “ Summary,” “Anayss’ and
“Grgph” commands at the top of the query screen.

This quick tour highlights the main features of the Trans-Atlantic Siave Trade CD.




